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Abstract The theory of the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation is reviewed from a
purely algebraic point of view. We recall certain algebraic structures called shelves,
racks and quandles. These objects satisfy a self-distributivity condition and lead to
solutions of the Yang-Baxter equation. The quantum algebra as well as the integra-
bility associated to Baxterized involutive set-theoretic solutions is briefly discussed.
We then present the theory of the universal algebras associated to rack and gen-
eral set-theoretic solutions. We show that these are quasi-triangular Hopf algebras
and we derive the universal set-theoretic Drinfel’d twist. It is shown that this is an
admissible twist allowing the derivation of the universal set-theoretic R-matrix.

1 Introduction

The Yang-Baxter equation (YBE) was first introduced in a purely physical con-
text in [64] as the main mathematical tool for the investigation of quantum sys-
tems with many particle interactions, and in [5] for the study of statistical model
known as the anisotropic Heisenberg magnet. The idea of set-theoretic solutions
to the Yang-Baxter equation was suggested in early 90’s by Drinfel’d [27] and
since then, set-theoretic solutions have been extensively investigated primarily by
means of representations of the braid group, but almost exclusively for the parame-
ter free Yang-Baxter equation (see for instance [30, 39, 55, 56]). The investigation
of set-theoretic solutions of the Yang-Baxter equation and the associated algebraic
structures is a highly active research field that has been particularly prolific, given
that a significant number of related studies has been produced over the past several
years (see for instance [6]–[10] [13]–[25],[35]–[38], [41, 42, 49, 50, 51, 59]). The
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study of the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation has produced numerous significant
connections to distinct mathematical areas, such as group theory, algebraic number
theory, Hopf-Galois extensions, non-commutative rings, knot theory, Hopf algebras
and quantum groups, universal algebras, groupoids, heaps and trusses, pointed Hopf
algebras, Yetter-Drinfel’d modules and Nichols algebras (see for instance among
[3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 30], [41]-[43],[46]-[50], [56, 59]). Moreover, interesting links
between the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation and geometric crystals [7, 31], or
soliton cellular automatons [40, 61] have been shown. Concrete connections with
quantum spin-chain like systems were also made in [18, 19].

We note that set-theoretic solution for the parametric Yang-Baxter equation
(Yang-Baxter maps) have been primarily studied up to date only in the context of
classical discrete and continuous integrable systems connected also to the notion
of Darboux-Bäcklund transformation or the discrete zero curvature condition in the
Lax pair formulation and the refactorization problem and soliton interactions (see
for instance [2, 53, 54, 63], [1, 12, 62]). The refactorization is also synonymous
to the so called Bianchi’s permutability, which describes the exchange of two con-
secutive Bäcklund transformations. Specifically, Figure 1 describes graphically the
construction of say a two-soliton solution for some integrable non-linear ODE or
PDE via two consecutive Bäcklund transformations and the use of Bianchi’s per-
mutability.

w1

w0 w12 = w21

w2

λ2λ1

λ2 λ1

1. Bianchi Permutability

The set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation may be also seen as a cube or 3D consis-
tency condition in classical integrable discrete systems (discrete time evolution), see
Figure 2.
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2. The 3D consistency condition

In [25] an entirely algebraic analysis for the parametric set-theoretic Yang-Baxter
equation was undertaken and purely algebraic solutions were produced. Earlier
works on the algebraic structures as well as the associated admissible Drinfel’d
twists of the non-parametric, set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation provided a basic
algebraic blueprint [20, 21, 24].

We introduce now the parameter free set-theoretic braid equation. Following
[27], given a non-empty set X , a map ř : X ×X → X ×X is said to be a set-theoretic
solution of the braid equation, if ř satisfies the braid identity

(ř× idX )(idX ×ř)(ř× idX ) = (idX ×ř)(ř× idX )(idX ×ř) . (1)

We call such a map ř simply a solution and write (X , ř) to denote a solution ř on a
set X . Besides, if we write ř (a,b) = (σa (b) ,τb (a)), with σa,τa maps from X into
itself, then ř is said to be left non-degenerate if σa is bijective for every a ∈ X , right
non-degenerate if τa is bijective for every a ∈ X , and non-degenerate if ř is both left
and right non-degenerate. Furthermore, if ř is a solution such that ř2 = idX×X , then
ř is said to be involutive.
It is also worth recalling the connection between the set-theoretic braid equation (1)
and the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation (see also e.g. [44, 45]). We introduce
the map r : X ×X → X ×X , such that r = řπ, where π : X ×X → X ×X is the flip
map: π(x,y) = (y,x). Hence, r(y,x) = (σx(y),τy(x)), and it satisfies the set-theoretic
Yang-Baxter equation:

r12 r13 r23 = r23 r13 r12, (2)

where we denote r12(y,x,w) = (σx(y),τy(x),w), r23(w,y,x) = (w,σx(y),τy(x)) and
r13(y,w,x) = (σx(y),w,τy(x)). If ř is involutive then r satisfies r12r21 = idX×X and
is called reversible.

After having introduced the set-theoretic braid or Yang-Baxter equation, which
is the main mathematical object in the present work, we may state the main aim of
this paper, which is the review of basic algebraic structures associated to solutions
of the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation. Specifically, the key objectives of each of
the subsequent sections of this article are presented below.
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• In Section 2 we present basic definitions and examples of fundamental alge-
braic structures associated to solutions of the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation.
These structures are self distributive and are known as shelves, racks and quan-
dles [46, 52]. They also satisfy axioms analogous to the Reidemeister moves
used to manipulate knot diagrams and are associated to link invariants. Other
fundamental structures introduced more recently are the so-called (skew) braces
invented precisely for the study of generic solutions of the set-theoretic Yang-
Baxter equation [55, 56, 57, 39].

• In Section 3 we focus on Baxterized involutive set-theoretic solutions of the braid
equation coming from involutive set-theoretic solutions. We present some basic
properties of these solutions and we then construct the associated quantum al-
gebra via the FRT (Faddeev-Reshetikhin-Takhtajan) construction [32]. The Yan-
gian is a special case within this class of quantum algebras. We also present
information on the construction of a new class of integrable quantum spin chain-
like systems associated to set-theoretic solutions (see also [18, 19] for a more
detailed exposition).

• In Section 4 we present the new findings on Drinfel’d twists for involutive, non-
degenerate, set-theoretic solutions. We focus on a simple, but characteristic ex-
ample of set-theoretic solution of the YBE known as Lyubashenko’s solution. We
show that Lyubashenko’s solutions can be obtained from the permutation oper-
ator via a simple Drinfel’d twist. We derive the simple twist as well as explicit
expressions for the n-fold twist. We also present the action of the twist on the
Yangian coproducts and the derivation of the twisted co-products associated to
the Baxterized Lyubashenko solution.

• In Section 5, which is divided in three subsections, we focus on the Hopf al-
gebras associated to set-theoretic solutions [20, 21, 22, 24]. Specifically, in the
first subsection, we introduce the Yang-Baxter algebras of rack/quandle type as
quasi-triangular Hopf algebras (see also related results in [30, 3, 49, 4]). We first
introduce and study the rack and quandle algebras A , we then show that these are
Hopf algebras and we systematically construct the associated universal invertible
(or non-degenerate) R-matrix (i.e. R−1 exists) [24]. In the second subsection,
we suitably extend the quandle algebra and present the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter
algebra, which is also a Hopf algebra. A suitable universal Drinfel’d twist is intro-
duced in the third subsection and it is shown to be admissible. Then the universal
set-theoretic R-matrices are derived as twists, and we conclude that invertible,
universal set-theoretic R-matrices are coming from universal rack R-matrices
via the admissible Drinfel’d twist. The fundamental representation of the univer-
sal R-matrices are the linearized versions of rack and general set-theoretic solu-
tions, and it is consequently shown that all involutive set-theoretic solutions of
the braid equation are coming from the permutation operator via the set-theoretic
Drinfel’d twist. A detailed analysis on these results is presented in [20, 24].

• In Section 6 using the notion of the admissible Drinfel’d twist as well as a cer-
tain algebraic structure associated to any generic set-theoretic solution called the
structure group we are able to extract explicit invertible set-theoretic solutions
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from quandles. We provide several explicit examples of solutions emerging from
distinct quandles.

2 Preliminaries

Before we present the fundamental algebraic structures associated to set-theoretic
solutions we first introduce some simple examples of finite set-theoretic solutions
and the notion of linearization.

Example 2.1

1. Flip map. Let X = {1,2, . . . ,n}, the map ř : X ×X → X ×X , such as ř(a,b) =
(b,a) is set-theoretic solution of the braid equation. This is the simplest set-
theoretic solution.

2. Lyubashenko’s solution. Let X = {1,2, . . . ,n}, and the map ř : X ×X →X ×X ,
such as ř(a,b) = (b+ c,a− c), where the addition is defined mod n and c ∈
{1,2, . . . ,n−1}. Then ř is a solution of the set-theoretic braid equation.

Notice that both solutions above are involutive, i.e. ř2 = id.

Linearization. Via the linearization process we will be able to express the maps ř :
X ×X → X ×X as n2 ×n2 matrices ř ∈ End(CX⊗2) (we slightly abuse the notation
and use the same symbol ř for the matrices). Specifically, consider a free vector
space V = CX of dimension equal to the cardinality of X. Let B = {êa}a∈X be the
basis of V and B∗ = {ê∗a}a∈X be the dual basis: ê∗aêb = δa,b, also ea,b := êaê∗b. Then
any set-theoretic solution of the braid equation is expressed as an n2 ×n2 matrix:

ř = ∑
a,b∈X

ea,σa(b)⊗ eb,τb(a) (1)

Specifically, for a set X = {x1,x2, . . . ,xn}, the canonical basis of the n-dimensional

vector space reads as expected: êx1 =


1
0
0
...
0

 , êx2 =


0
1
0
...
0

 , . . . , êxn =


0
0
...
0
1

 .

Remark 2.2 The action of the ř-matrix on the tensor product of any two elements
of the basis êx, êy ∈V, for all x,y ∈ X reads as:

ř êσx(y)⊗ êτy(x) = êx ⊗ êy & řT êx ⊗ êy = êσx(y)⊗ êτy(x), (2)

where T denotes total transposition. Or equivalently for any test function f (x,y),
x,y ∈ X : (ř f )(x,y) = f (σx(y),τy(x)). Similarly, the action of r = P ř, where P is
the permutation operator P = ∑x,y∈X ex,y ⊗ ey,x, on êx ⊗ êy ∈V ⊗V is
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r êσx(y)⊗ êτy(x) = êy ⊗ êx & rT êy ⊗ êx = êσx(y)⊗ êτy(x). (3)

We consider for the purposes of this article only finite sets. The linerization process
can be formally generalized in the case of infinite countable sets as above. In the case
of compact sets the use of functional analysis and the study of kernels of integral
operators that represent the solution ř is required.

We consider the simple, but non-trivial example of the Lyubashenko solution
[27].

Example 2.3 The Lyubashenko solution may be expressed as a n2 ×n2 matrix:

ř(c) =
n

∑
a,b=1

ea,b+c ⊗ eb,a−c. (4)

The addition is defined mod n, and for all x,y ∈ {1,2, . . . ,n} and for a fixed c ∈
{1,2, . . . ,n−1},

ř(c) êy+c ⊗ êx−c = êx ⊗ êy, r(c) êy+c ⊗ êx−c = êy ⊗ êx. (5)

We focus here on the case n = 3 and present the two distinct solutions below as
9×9 matrices:

1. c = 1, ř(1) = ∑a,b ea,b+1 ⊗ eb,a−1. We write all the nine non-zero terms:

ř(1) = e1,2 ⊗ e1,3 + e2,3 ⊗ e2,1 + e3,1 ⊗ e3,2 + e1,3 ⊗ e2,3 + e1,1 ⊗ e3,3

+ e2,1 ⊗ e3,1 + e2,2 ⊗ e1,1 + e3,2 ⊗ e1,2 + e3,3 ⊗ e2,2.

2. c = 2, ř(2) = ∑a,b ea,b+2 ⊗ eb,a−2, and explicitly,

ř(2) = e1,3 ⊗ e1,2 + e2,1 ⊗ e2,3 + e3,2 ⊗ e3,1 + e1,1 ⊗ e2,2

+ e1,2 ⊗ e3,1 + e2,2 ⊗ e3,3 + e2,3 ⊗ e1,3 + e3,3 ⊗ e1,1 + e3,1 ⊗ e2,1.

The explicit 9×9 matrices are,

ř(1) =



0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0


, ř(2) =



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0


.

Notice that ř(2) = P ř(1)P, where P is the permutation operator. In general, for
any n ∈ {1,2, . . .} we observe that ř(n−k) = P ř(k)P, k ∈ {1,2, . . . , [ n

2 ]}.



Self-distributivity, braces, and the Yang-Baxter equation 45

2.1 Self distributivity & special non-involutive solutions

To describe non-involutive solutions of the braid equation we introduce certain al-
gebraic structures that satisfy a self distributivity condition. Self-distributive struc-
tures, such as shelves, racks & quandles [11, 46, 52] satisfy axioms analogous to
the Reidemeister moves used to manipulate knot diagrams and are associated to
link invariants (see also biracks, biquandles), and the coloring of links, i.e. a knot
is tri-colored or not. According to Alexander’s theorem all links are closed braids,
hence these self distributive structures lead naturally to special non-involutive, set-
theoretic solutions of the braid equation. Other algebraic structures naturally con-
nected to bijective, non-degenerate solutions are the bi-racks. These are algebraic
structures that appear in low-dimensional topology that are associated to link dia-
grams, and are invariant under the generalized Reidemeister moves for virtual knots
and links, see [33]. We provide in what follows some preliminaries on left shelves,
racks and quandles. For the first systematic study of shelves, we refer the interested
reader to [11]. For recent reviews on self-distributive structures the interested reader
is referred to [48, 58, 29] and [34] for potential physical applications.

Definition 2.4 Let X be a non-empty set and ▷ a binary operation on X. Then, the
pair (X , ▷) is said to be a left shelf if ▷ is left self-distributive, namely, the identity

a▷ (b▷ c) = (a▷b)▷ (a▷ c) (6)

is satisfied, for all a,b,c ∈ X. Moreover, a left shelf (X , ▷) is called

1. a left spindle if a▷a = a, for all a ∈ X;
2. a left rack if (X , ▷) is a left quasigroup, i.e., the maps La : X → X defined by

La (b) := a▷b, for all b ∈ X, are bijective, for every a ∈ X.
3. a quandle if (X , ▷) is both a left spindle and a left rack.

We are mostly interested in racks and quandles here, given that we always re-
quire invertible solutions of the Yang-Baxter equation. We provide below some fun-
damental known cases of quandles and racks (see also [48, 58, 29]):

(a) Conjugate quandle. Let (X , ·) be a group and define ▷ : X ×X → X , such that
a▷b = a−1 ·b ·a. Then (X ,▷) is a quandle.

(b) Core quandle. Let (X , ·) be a group and ▷ : X × X → X , such that a ▷ b =
a ·b−1 ·a. Then (X ,▷) is a quandle.

(c) Alexander (affine) quandle. Let Q be a Z[t, t−1] ring module and ▷ : Q×Q →
Q, a▷b = (1− t)a+bt, then (Q,▷) is a quandle.
Or, let X be a non empty set equipped with two group operations, + and ◦,
such that a◦ (b+ c) = a◦b−a+a◦ c. This is a so-called left skew brace. The
precise definition is given later in the text. Then define ▷ : X ×X → X , such
that for a fixed z ∈ X and for all a,b ∈ X , a ▷ b = z− a ◦ z+ b ◦ z− z+ a and
(a+b)◦ z = a◦ z− z+a◦b.
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(d) Rack, but not quandle. Let (G, ·) be a group and define ▷ : G×G → G, such
that a ▷ b = b · a−1 · x · a, where x ∈ G is fixed. Then (G,▷) is a rack, but not a
quandle.

We also present below some concrete examples of finite quandles:

Example 2.5

1. The dihedral quandle. Let i, j ∈ X = Zn and define ▷ : X ×X → X , such that
i▷ j = 2i− j mod n : (X ,▷) is a quandle. This is a core quandle with an abelian
group. An explicit table of the action ▷ is presented below for n = 3 and X =
{x1 = 0,x2 = 1,x3 = 2} :

▷ x1 x2 x3
x1
x2
x3

x1 x3 x2
x3 x2 x1
x2 x1 x3

Table 1

Although the table above comes from the dihedral quandle, another simple rep-
resentation exists, ρ : X → End(CX), such that

x1 7→

1 0 0
0 0 1
0 1 0

 , x2 7→

0 0 1
0 1 0
1 0 0

 , x3 7→

0 1 0
1 0 0
0 0 1

 .

ρ(x▷ y) = ρ(x)−1 •ρ(y)•ρ(x) for all x,y ∈ X and • is the usual matrix multi-
plication.

2. The tetrahedron quandle. Let X = {1,2,3,4} and define ▷ : X ×X → X , such
that 1▷ = (234), 2▷ = (143), 3▷ = (124) and 4▷ = (132). This is also a cyclic
quandle. We construct below the explicit table of the action ▷ :

▷ x1 x2 x3 x4
x1
x2
x3
x4

x1 x3 x4 x2
x4 x2 x1 x3
x2 x4 x3 x1
x3 x1 x2 x4

Table 2

3. Example of affine quandle. Let X = Um denote the set of odd integers mod
2m, m ∈ N, and the two operation be +1, such that a+1 b = a− 1+ b and ◦,
where + and ◦ are the usual addition and multiplication. Then a quandle is
obtained as in case (c) (Alexander’s quandle), i.e. for a fixed z ∈ Um define,
a▷b = z−1 a◦ z+1 b◦ z−1z+1 a. Specifically, the sets are: 1. for m = 1, U1 =
{1}, 2. for m = 2, U2 = {1, 3}, 3. for m = 3, U3 = {1, 3, 5, 7}, etc.
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Recalling that a+1 b = a−1+b and that (X ,+) in an abelian group we con-
clude that a▷b =−a◦ z+b◦ z+a. For instance for m = 3 (X = {x1 = 1, x2 =
3, x3 = 5, x4 = 7}) and by choosing for example z = 3 we obtain the following
table

▷ x1 x2 x3 x4
x1
x2
x3
x4

x1 x4 x3 x2
x3 x2 x1 x4
x1 x4 x3 x2
x3 x2 x1 x4

Table 3

Notice here the distributivity rule between +1 and ◦ in case (3) of Example 2.5 of
an affine quandle. Indeed, we observe that for all a,b,c ∈ X a ◦ (b+1 c) = a◦b−1
a+1 a◦ c (see also later in the text the definition of skew braces, Definition 2.9).

We recall now a fundamental statement regarding shelves and solutions of the
set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation.

Proposition 2.6 We define the binary operation ▷ : X ×X → X , (a,b) 7→ a▷b. Then
ř : X ×X → X ×X, such that for all a,b ∈ X , ř(a,b) = (b,b▷a) is a solution of the
set-theoretic braid equation if and only if (X ,▷) is a shelf.

Proof. The proof is straightforward by direct substitution in the Yang-Baxter equa-
tion and comparison between LHS and RHS (a graphical depiction of the proof is
given below in Figure 4).

Remark 2.7 If ř : X ×X → X ×X, such that for all a,b ∈ X , ř(a,b) = (b,b▷a) is
an invertible braid solution then (X ,▷) is a rack (or a quandle).

The graphical representation of the shelve solution ř(a,b) = (b,b▷a):

b b▷a

a b

We are interested here in invertible solutions of the braid equation, so we are
focusing on rack solutions. We note that the inverse of ř above is ř−1 : X ×X →
X ×X , ř−1(a,b) = (a ▷−1 b,a), such that a ▷ (a ▷−1 b) = a ▷−1 (a ▷ b) = b for all
a,b ∈ X . Notice also that a different map denoted as ř′ : X ×X → X ×X , such that
ř′(a,b) = (a▷b,a) is also a solution of the braid equation. ř′ is graphically depicted
below in Figure 3 together with the braid relation in Figure 4.
The expressions in blue in Figure 4 indicate the left and right hand side of the self-
distributivity condition.
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a▷b a

a b

3. The shelve braiding

(a▷b)▷ (a▷ c) a▷b a

a b c

=

a▷ (b▷ c) a▷b a

a b c

4. Shelve solution of the braid equation

Example 2.8 We express the solution of the braid equation associated to the dihe-
dral and tetrahedron quandle of Example 2.5 as 9×9 and 16×16 matrices respec-
tively. Recall from linearization we obtain, ř as a matrix, ř = ∑x,y∈X ex,y ⊗ ey,y▷x,

where ex,y are the elementary n×n matrices ex,y = exeT
y (T denotes transposition).

In our examples n = 3,4.

1. (A non-involutive solution from the dihedral quandle). More specifically, from
Table 1

ř =
3

∑
j=1

ex j ,x j ⊗ ex j ,x j + ex1,x2 ⊗ ex2,x3 + ex2,x1 ⊗ ex1,x3 + ex2,x3 ⊗ ex3,x1

+ ex3,x2 ⊗ ex2,x1 + ex1,x3 ⊗ ex3,x2 + ex3,x1 ⊗ ex1,x2 .

Then ř is explicitly expressed as a 9×9 matrix,
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ř =



1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1


.

2. (A non-involutive solution from the tetrahedron quandle). More specifically,
from Table 2

ř =
4

∑
j=1

ex j ,x j ⊗ ex j ,x j + ex1,x2 ⊗ ex2,x4 + ex2,x1 ⊗ ex1,x3 + ex2,x3 ⊗ ex3,x4

+ ex3,x2 ⊗ ex2,x1 + ex1,x3 ⊗ ex3,x2 + ex3,x1 ⊗ ex1,x4 + ex2,x4 ⊗ ex4,x1

+ ex4,x2 ⊗ ex2,x3 + ex3,x4 ⊗ ex4,x2 + ex4,x3 ⊗ ex3,x1 + ex1,x4 ⊗ ex4,x3 + ex4,x1 ⊗ ex1,x2 .

2.2 Skew braces & generic set-theoretic solutions

It is useful to recall at this point the definition of (skew) braces [55]-[57], [14, 39]
as this will allow us to derive generic solutions of the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter
equation of the type r : X ×X → X ×X , r(b,a) = (σa(b),τb(a)).

Definition 2.9 A left skew brace is a set B together with two group operations +,◦ :
B×B → B, the first is called addition and the second is called multiplication, such
that for all a,b,c ∈ B,

a◦ (b+ c) = a◦b−a+a◦ c. (7)

If + is an abelian group operation, then B is called a left brace. Moreover, if B is a
left skew brace and for all a,b,c ∈ B (b+ c)◦a = b◦a−a+ c◦a, then B is called
a two sided skew brace. Analogously if + is abelian and B is a skew brace, then B
is called a two sided brace.

The additive identity of a skew brace B will be denoted by 0 and the multiplicative
identity by 1. In every skew brace 0 = 1.

From now on when we say skew brace we mean left skew brace. Some useful
examples of braces are presented below:

Example 2.10 (See [9] Corollary 3.14) Let U(Z/2mZ) denote a set of invertible
integers modulo 2m, for some m ∈ N. Then a triple (U(Z/2mZ),+1,◦) is a brace,
where a+1 b = a−1+b, for all a,b ∈ U(Z/2mZ), + and ◦ are addition and multi-
plication of integer numbers modulo 2m, respectively.

Example 2.11 (See [10] Example 5.7) Consider a ring Z/8Z. A triple
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OM :=

{(
a b
c d

)
| a,d ∈ {1,3,5,7}, b,c ∈ {0,2,4,6}

}
,+I,◦

)
is a brace, where (A,B)

+I7−→ A− I+B, (A,B) ◦7−→ A ·B, and +, · are addition and
multiplication of two by two matrices over Z/8Z, respectively.

Example 2.12 (See [10] Example 5.6 or [9] Example 3.15) Consider a set Odd :={ 2n+1
2k+1 | n,k ∈ Z

}
together with two binary operations (a,b)

+17−→ a − 1 + b and

(a,b) ◦7−→ a ·b, where +, · are addition and multiplication of rational numbers, re-
spectively. The triple (Odd,+1,◦) is a brace.

We recall now the basic conditions associated to any generic solution of the set-
theoretic Yang-Baxter equation, as they will be used in our analysis here.

Proposition 2.13 Let X be a nonempty set and define for all a,b ∈ X , the maps
σa,τb : X → X , b 7→ σa(b) and a 7→ τb(a). Then r : X ×X → X ×X, such that for
all a,b ∈ X , r(b,a) = (σa(b),τb(a)) is a solution of the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter
equation if and only if for all a,b,c ∈ X ,

σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)) (8)
τc(τb(a)) = ττc(b)(τσb(c)(a)) (9)
στσb(c)

(a)(τc (b)) = τστb(a)
(c)(σa (b)). (10)

Proof. Let r be a solution of the Yang-Baxter equation. We explicitly compute the
LHS and RHS of the parametric Yang-Baxter equation. The LHS of the Yang-Baxter
equation gives, a,b,c ∈ X ,

r12 r13 r23(c,b,a) =
(
σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)), τστb(a)

(c)(σa (b)), τc(τb(a))
)
, (11)

whereas the RHS gives

r23 r13 r12(c,b,a) =
(
σa(σb(c)), στσb(c)

(a)(τc (b)), ττc(b)(τσb(c)(a))
)
. (12)

By equating (11) and (12) we arrive at (8)-(10). And conversely, if conditions (8)-
(10) are satisfied then r automatically satisfies the Yang-Baxter equation.

We may now prove a key proposition on generic set-theoretic solutions coming
from skew braces [55, 56, 14, 39].

Proposition 2.14 Let (X ,+,◦) be a skew brace and let σa(b) := −a+ a ◦ b and
a ◦ b = σa(b) ◦ τb(a) for all a,b ∈ X . Then the map r : X ×X → X ×X , r(b,a) =
(σa(b),τb(a)) is a solution of the set theoretic Yang-Baxter equation.

Proof. In order to prove that r is a solution of the Yang-Baxter equation, it suffices
to show that the three conditions (8)-(10) hold.

Before we proceed with the proof, we observe that the distributivity condition
in skew braces for all a,b,c ∈ X , a ◦ (b + c) = a ◦ b − a + a ◦ c is equivalent to
a◦ (b− c+d) = a◦b−a◦ c+a◦d (see also [22]) for a detailed proof).
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We first show condition (8), indeed for a,b,c ∈ X ,

σa(σb(c)) = −a+a◦σb(c) =−a+a◦ (−b+b◦ c) =−a◦b+a◦b◦ c = σa◦b(c)

= σσa(b)◦τb(a)(c) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)).

We show now condition (9),

τc(τb(a)) = στb(a)(c)
−1 ◦ τb(a)◦ c = στb(a)(c)

−1 ◦σa(b)−1 ◦a◦b◦ c.

But,

σa(b)◦στb(a)(c) = σa(b)◦ (−τb(a)+ τb(a)◦ c) = σa(b)−a◦b+a◦b◦ c

= −a+a◦b◦ c = σa(b◦ c) (13)

hence,
τc(τb(a)) = τb◦c(a) = τσb(c)◦τc(b) = ττc(b)(τσb(c)(a)). (14)

Condition (10) follows from (8), (9) using a ◦ b = σa(b) ◦ τb(a), for all a,b ∈ X .
And, this concludes our proof.

The group (X ,◦), such that for all a,b ∈ X , a ◦ b = σa(b) ◦ τb(a) is called the
structure group of a set-theoretic solution. In the case that (X ,+,◦) is a brace we
obtain involutive solutions [55, 56, 57]. According to Rump all involutive solutions
are obtained from braces, therefore in this article we often call the involutive set-
theoretic solutions brace solutions.

The important fact that will be discussed in Section 5, is that all involutive solu-
tions are obtained from the permutation operator by a suitable Drinfel’d twist (see
also [20, 60, 50]), whereas all the non-involutive but invertible solutions are ob-
tained from rack solutions via a Drinfel’d twist (degenerate solutions are coming
from shelves) [22, 24].

3 Involutive solutions & Baxterization

We focus in this section on involutive set-theoretic solutions and derive Baxterized
solutions of the braid and Yang-Baxter equations. We then identify the quantum
algebras associated to these solutions (see also [18, 19]).

Recall the Yang-Baxter equation in the braid form in the presence of spectral
parameters λ1, λ2 (δ = λ1 −λ2):

Ř12(δ ) Ř23(λ1) Ř12(λ2) = Ř23(λ2) Ř12(λ1) Ř23(δ ), (1)

where Ř : V ⊗V → V ⊗V, (V is an n dimensional space) and let in general Ř =

∑ j a j ⊗ b j, then in the index notation Ř = ∑ j a j ⊗ b j ⊗ 1V , Ř23 = ∑ j 1V ⊗ a j ⊗ b j

and Ř13 = ∑ j a j ⊗1V ⊗b j.
We focus here on Baxterized solutions of the form
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Ř(λ ) = λ ř+1⊗2
V , (2)

where ř is an involutive solution of the braid equation. Let also, R = PŘ, then

R(λ ) = λ r+P, (3)

and R is a solution of the Yang-Baxter equation,

R12(δ ) R13(λ1) R23(λ2) = R23(λ2) R13(λ1) R12(δ ). (4)

Remark 3.1 It would be useful for the following Proposition to define the partial
transposition. Let A ∈ End

(
Cn⊗Cn

)
expressed as: A = ∑

n
i, j,k,l=1 Ai j,kl ei, j ⊗ek,l . We

define the partial transposition as follows (in the index notation):

At1
12 =

n

∑
i, j,k,l=1

Ai j,kl et
i, j ⊗ ek,l , At2

12 =
n

∑
i, j,k,l=1

Ai j,kl ei, j ⊗ et
k,l (5)

where et
i, j = e j,i.

Proposition 3.2 The brace R-matrix satisfies the following fundamental properties:

R12(λ ) R21(−λ ) = (−λ
2 +1)1⊗2

V , Unitarity (6)

Rt1
12(λ ) Rt2

12(−λ −n) = λ (−λ −n)1⊗2
V , Crossing-unitarity (7)

Rt1t2
12 (λ ) = R21(λ ), (8)

where t1,2 denotes transposition on the first, second space respectively.

Proof. The proof follows immediately after a straightforward computation [19].

3.1 The quantum algebra associated to braces

We recall the definitions of two quadratic algebras A and Q associated to solutions
of the Yang-Baxter equation, which arise from the FRT (Faddeev, Reshetikhin and
Takhtajan) construction [32]. Indeed, from the FRT construction we recall that given
a solution of the braid equation ř : V ×V →V ×V (henceforth we consider V =Cn)
the associated quantum algebra A is a quotient of a free associative C-algebra,
generated by {Lz,w| x,w ∈ X}, and relations

ř12 L1 L2 = L1 L2 ř12, (9)

where L = ∑x,y∈X ex,y⊗Lx,y ∈ End(V )⊗A . Recall the index notation: ř12 = ř⊗1A

and L1 = ∑z,w∈X ez,w ⊗1V ⊗Lz,w, L2 = ∑z,w∈X 1V ⊗ ez,w ⊗Lz,w.
From the fundamental relation (9) and by considering the set-theoretic solution

of the braid equation
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ř = ∑
x,y∈X

ex,σx(y)⊗ ey,τy(x), (10)

we obtain [30]:

Lx,x̂Ly,ŷ = Lσx(y),σx̂(ŷ)Lτy(x),τŷ(x̂). (11)

Recall that sometimes we call the involutive, set-theoretic solutions, brace solutions,
because they are all obtained from braces [55, 56]. Given a solution of the braid
equation ř : V ⊗V → V ⊗V, the quadratic algebra Q is generated by {qx| x ∈ X}
and relations

ř12 q1 q2 = q1 q2, (12)

where q = ex ⊗ qx ∈ V ⊗Q. Also, ř12 = ř⊗ 1A , q1 = ∑z,w∈X ex ⊗ 1V ⊗ qx, q2 =

∑x∈X 1V ⊗ ex ⊗qx. The quadratic relation (12) for the set-theoretic solution implies

qxqy = qσx(y)qτy(x), (13)

also obtained in [30].
We now consider the Baxterized solution Ř(λ ) = λ ř + 1V⊗V , where ř in our

analysis here is the set-theoretic solution of the braid equation (10). Given a para-
metric solution of the Yang-Baxter equation, the quantum algebra is defined via the
fundamental relation [32]:

Ř12(λ1 −λ2) L1(λ1) L2(λ2) = L1(λ2) L2(λ1) Ř12(λ1 −λ2). (14)

Ř(λ ) ∈ End(Cn ⊗Cn), L(λ ) ∈ End(Cn)⊗A, where A1 is the quantum algebra de-
fined by (14). We shall focus henceforth on Baxterized solutions coming from invo-
lutive, set-theoretic solutions. The defining relations of the corresponding quantum
algebra were derived in [18, 19].

The quantum algebra associated to Baxterized solutions coming from braces is
defined by generators L(m)

z,w , z,w ∈ X , and defining relations (see also [19])

L(n)
z,wL(m)

ẑ,ŵ −L(m)
z,w L(n)

ẑ,ŵ = L(m)
z,σw(ŵ)

L(n+1)
ẑ,τŵ(w)

−L(m+1)
z,σw(ŵ)

L(n)
ẑ,τŵ(w)

− L(n+1)
σz(ẑ),w

L(m)
τẑ(z),ŵ

+L(n)
σz(ẑ,)w

L(m+1)
τẑ(z),ŵ

. (15)

The proof is based on the fundamental relation (14) and the form of the Baxter-
ized brace R-matrix (for the detailed proof see [18, 19]). Recall also that in the index
notation we define Ř12 = Ř⊗ idA:

L1(λ ) = ∑
z,w∈X

ez,w ⊗1V ⊗Lz,w(λ ), L2(λ ) = ∑
z,w∈X

1V ⊗ ez,w ⊗Lz,w(λ ). (16)

The exchange relations among the various generators of the affine algebra are
derived below via (14). Let us express L as a formal power series expansion

1 Notice that in L in addition to the indices 1 and 2 in (14) there is also an implicit “quantum index”
n associated to A, which for now is omitted, i.e. one writes L1n, L2n.
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L(λ ) = ∑
∞
n=0

L(n)
λ n . Substituting expressions (2), and the λ−1 expansion in (14) we

obtain the defining relations of the quantum algebra associated to a brace R-matrix
(we focus on terms λ

−n
1 λ

−m
2 ):

ř12L(n+1)
1 L(m)

2 − ř12L(n)
1 L(m+1)

2 +L(n)
1 L(m)

2

= L(m)
1 L(n+1)

2 ř12 −L(m+1)
1 L(n)

2 ř12 +L(m)
1 L(n)

2 . (17)

The latter relations immediately lead to the quantum algebra relations (15), after
recalling: L(k)

1 = ∑x,y∈X ex,y ⊗ 1V ⊗ L(k)
x,y , L(k)

2 = ∑x,y∈X 1V ⊗ ex,y ⊗ L(k)
x,y , and ř12 =

ř ⊗ idA, L(k)
x,y are the generators of the associated quantum algebra. The quantum

algebra is also equipped with a co-product ∆ : A → A⊗A [32, 28]. Indeed, we
define

(id⊗∆)L(λ ) := L13(λ )L12(λ ), (18)

which satisfies (14) and is expressed as (id⊗∆)L(λ ) = ∑x,y∈X ex,y ⊗∆(Lx,y(λ )).

Remark 3.3 In the special case ř = P the Y (gln) algebra is recovered:[
L(n+1)

i, j , L(m)
k,l

]
−
[
L(n)

i, j , L(m+1)
k,l

]
= L(m)

k, j L(n)
i,l −L(n)

k, j L
(m)
i,l . (19)

The next natural step is the classification of solutions of the fundamental rela-
tion (14), for the brace quantum algebra. A first step towards this goal will be to
examine the fundamental object L(λ ) = L0 +

1
λ

L1, and search for finite and infinite
representations of the respective elements. The classification of L-operators will al-
low the identification of new classes of quantum integrable systems, such as the
analogues of Toda chains or deformed boson models. A first obvious example to
consider is associated to Lyubashenko’s solution, which is further discussed later in
the manuscript.

3.2 Integrability: local Hamiltonians

Given any solution of the Yang-Baxter equation we define the so-called monodromy
matrix T0,12...N(λ ) ∈ End

(
Cn ⊗ (Cn)⊗N

)
, which is a tensor representation of the

quantum group (14), [32]

T0,12...N(λ ) := R0N(λ ) . . .R02(λ ) R01(λ ), (20)

recall R = PŘ. We define also the transfer matrix t12...N(λ ) = tr0
(
T0,12...N(λ )

)
∈

End
(
(Cn)⊗N

)
. The monodromy matrix T satisfies (14), and hence one can show that

the transfer matrix provides mutually commuting quantities [32]: (t(λ )= λ N
∑k

t(k)

λ k )[
t(λ ), t(µ)

]
= 0 ⇒

[
t(k), t(l)

]
= 0. (21)
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Note that historically the index 0 is called “auxiliary”, whereas the indices 1,2, . . . ,N
are called “quantum”, and they are usually suppressed for simplicity, i.e. we simply
write T0(λ ) and t(λ ).

The following Proposition 3.4 is quite general and holds for any R(λ ) = λP ř+
P , where ř is an involutive solution of the braid equation and P is the permutation
operator. The key property that allows the derivation of local Hamiltonians is R(λ =
0) = P.

Proposition 3.4 Consider the λ -series expansion of the monodromy matrix: T (λ )=
λ N

∑
N
k=0

T (k)

λ k for any R(λ ) = λP ř +P , where ř is an involutive solution of the
braid equation. Let also H(k) = t(k)(t(N))−1, k = 0, . . . ,N − 1 and H(N) = t(N),
where t(k) = tr0(T

(k)
0 ). Then the commuting quantities, H(k) for k = 1, . . . ,N − 1,

are expressed exclusively in terms of the elements řnn+1, n = 1, . . . ,N −1, and řN 1.

Proof. We refer the interested reader to [19] for the detailed proof.

The generic first neighbor Hamiltonian is given as H =∑
N
j=1 ř j j+1. Higher com-

muting quantities can be found in [19] for periodic spin chains and in [18] for open
spin chains. In the special case of set-theoretic solutions (10) the local Hamiltonian
becomes

H =
N

∑
j=1

∑
a,b∈X

e( j)
a,σa(b)

e( j+1)
b,τb(a)

. (22)

A simple example within this class is the Lyubashenko solution (see Example 2.1),
then the Hamiltonian (22) takes the simple form,

Hc =
N

∑
j=1

n

∑
a,b=1

e( j)
a,b+ce( j+1)

b,a−c,

where recall c ∈ {1,2, . . . ,n−1} is fixed.
The ultimate goal in the context of quantum integrable systems, or any quantum

system for that matter, is the identification of the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of
the corresponding Hamiltonian. In the frame of quantum integrable systems there
exists a set of mutually commuting “Hamiltonians”, guaranteed by the existence of
a quantum R-matrix that satisfies the Yang-Baxter equation. An exhaustive analy-
sis of the symmetries of periodic and open quantum spin chains constructed from
Baxterized involutive set-theoretic solutions is presented in [18, 19]. The hierarchy
of periodic and open mutually commuting Hamiltonians is also explicitly derived in
[18, 19] exclusively in terms of the elements of the symmetric group.

4 Set-theoretic solutions as Drinfel’d twists: an example

We recall in this section the Drinfel’d twist for set-theoretic solutions. It was shown
in [20] that all involutive, set-theoretic solutions can be obtained from the permu-
tation operator via suitable twists (see also [60] for an analogous non-local map),
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whereas non-involutive, invertible solutions are obtained via the same twist from
rack/quandle solutions [22, 24]. We consider here a simple example of set-theoretic
solution of the braid equation obtained as a simple twist of the permutation to pro-
vide a key motivation for the general results presented in the subsequent section.

Simple non-trivial case: Lyubashenko’s solution

We recall the Lyubashenko solution and show that is immediately obtained from
the permutation operator as a simple twist. Although the construction is simple it
has significant implications on the associated symmetries of the braid solutions.
Inspired by the isotropic case a similar construction for the q-deformed analogue of
Lyubashenko’s solution is provided in [19, 18].

Before we derive the Lyubashenko solution as a suitable twist we first introduce
a useful Lemma.

Lemma 1. Let ř′ : V ⊗V → V ⊗V (V is an n dimensional vector space) satisfy the
braid relation and (ř′)2 = 1⊗2

V . Let also u : V → V be an invertible map, such that
(u⊗ u)ř′ = ř′(u⊗ u). We define ř = (u⊗ 1V )ř′(u−1 ⊗ 1V ) = (1V ⊗ u−1)ř′(1V ⊗ u),
then:

1. ř2 = 1⊗2
V

2. ř satisfies the braid relation.

Proof. The proof is straightforward [18].

Proposition 4.1 Let τ, σ : X → X, X = {1, . . . ,n} be isomorphisms, such that
σ(τ(x)) = τ(σ(x)) = x and let u = ∑x∈X ex,τ(x) and u−1 = ∑x∈X eτ(x),x. Then any
solution of the type (Lyubashenko’s solution)

ř = ∑
x,y∈X

ex,σ(y)⊗ ey,τ(x), (1)

is obtained from the permutation operator P = ∑x,y∈X ex,y ⊗ ey,x as

ř = (u⊗1V )P(u−1 ⊗1V ) = (1V ⊗u−1)P(1V ⊗u). (2)

Proof. The proof relies on the definitions of P, u, u−1, the fundamental property
ex,yez,w = δy,zex,w and by straightforward computation.

Note that r =P ř, and consequently R =PŘ take a simple form for this class of
solutions:

r = u−1 ⊗u ⇒ R(λ ) = λu−1 ⊗u+P. (3)

Before we present our findings on the symmetry of Lyubashenko’s ř-matrix we
first introduce a useful Lemma [19, 18].



Self-distributivity, braces, and the Yang-Baxter equation 57

Lemma 2. Let lx,y be the generators of the gln algebra:[
lx,y, lz,w

]
= δy,zlx,w −δx,wlz,y. (4)

The gln algebra is equipped with a coproduct ∆ : gln → gln ⊗gln, such that

∆(lx,y) = lx,y ⊗ id+ id⊗ lx,y. (5)

The N-coproduct is obtained by iteration ∆ (N) = (∆ (N−1)⊗ id)∆ = (id⊗∆ (N−1))∆
and is given as ∆ (N)(lx,y) = ∑

N
n=1 id⊗ . . .⊗ lx,y︸︷︷︸

nth position

⊗ . . .⊗ id.

Let also F (N) ∈ gl⊗N
n be an invertible element (F (2) =: F ), and define

∆
(N)
T (lx,y) :=F (N)∆ (N)(lx,y)(F (N))−1, then ∆

(N)
T (lx,y) also satisfy the gln algebraic

relations.

Proof. The N-coproducts satisfy the gln relations (4), i.e.
[
∆ (N)(lx,y),∆

(N)(lz,w)
]
=

δy,z∆
(N)(lx,w)−δx,w∆ (N)(lz,y). By acting from the left with F (N) and with (F N)−1

from the right in the latter commutator we immediately obtain
[
∆
(N)
T (lx,y),∆

(N)
T (lz,w)

]
=

δy,z∆
(N)
T (lx,w)−δx,w∆

(N)
T (lz,y).

Corollary 4.2 Let ρ : gln →End(Cn) be the fundamental representation of gln, such
that lx,y 7→ ex,y, where recall ex,y are n×n matrices with elements (ex,y)z,w = δx,zδy,w.
The special solution ř (1) is gln symmetric, i.e.[

ř, ∆i(ex,y)
]
= 0, x, y ∈ X , (6)

where we define the “twisted” co-products (i = 1,2):

∆1(ex,y) = eσ(x),σ(y)⊗1V +1V ⊗ ex,y,

∆2(ex,y) = ex,y ⊗1V +1V ⊗ eτ(x),τ(y), (7)

(∆1(eτ(x),τ(y)) = ∆2(ex,y)).

Proof. This can be shown using the form of the special class of solutions (1). The
permutation operator is gln symmetric, i.e.[

P, ∆(ex,y)
]
= 0, (8)

where the co-products ∆(ex,y) are defined in Lemma (2) (lx,y 7→ ex,y).
Let u = ∑x∈X ex,τ(x), then (6) immediately follows from (8) and (2) after acting

(8) from the left and right with u⊗1V , u−1 ⊗1V or 1V ⊗ u−1, 1V ⊗u respectively.
∆i(ex,y) are then defined as
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∆1(ex,y) = uex,yu−1 ⊗1V +1V ⊗ ex,y,

∆2(ex,y) = ex,y ⊗1V +1V ⊗u−1ex,yu (9)

and explicitly given by (7). Indeed, uex,yu−1 = eσ(x),σ(y) and u−1ex,yu = eτ(x),τ(y).
According to Lemma 2 ∆i(ex,y) also satisfy the gln algebra relations, thus ř (1)

is gln symmetric. In this particular case, as is clear from the computation above,
two invertible linear maps are involved, Fi ∈ End(Cn ⊗Cn), i ∈ {1,2}, such that
F1 := u⊗1V and F2 := 1V ⊗u−1 and Fi∆(ex,y)F−1

i = ∆i(ex,y).

By iteration one derives the N co-products: ∆
(N)
1 = (∆

(N−1)
1 ⊗ id)∆1 and ∆

(N)
2 =

(id⊗∆
(N−1)
2 )∆2, which explicitly read as

∆
(N)
1 (ex,y) =

N

∑
k=1

1V ⊗ . . .⊗ e
σN−k(x),σN−k(y)⊗ . . .⊗1V , (10)

∆
(N)
2 (ex,y) =

N

∑
k=1

1V ⊗ . . .⊗ e
τk−1(x),τk−1(y)⊗ . . .⊗1V . (11)

The above expressions can be written in a compact form as:
∆
(N)
i (ex,y) = F(N)

i ∆ (N)(ex,y)(F
(N)
i )−1, where

∆ (N)(ex,y) = ∑
N
k=1 id⊗ . . .⊗ ex,y︸︷︷︸

kth position

⊗ . . .⊗ id, and we define F(N)
1 := uN−1 ⊗

uN−2 ⊗ . . .⊗ u⊗ 1V and F(N)
2 := 1V ⊗ u−1 ⊗ u−2 ⊗ . . .⊗ u−(N−1) (see also relevant

findings in [20, 21] ), where F(2)
i =: Fi, i ∈ {1,2}. Notice that co-associativity does

not hold in this case. In fact, it turns out that the quantum algebra associated to
generic set-theoretic solutions is a quasi-bialgebra (see e.g. [20, 21]).

We note that local open Hamiltonians for generic Baxterized solutions coming
from involutive solutions were systematically derived in [19]. Specifically, the open
Hamiltonian associated to Lyubashenko’s solution with special boundary conditions
is givens as

Hc =
N−1

∑
j=1

n

∑
a=1

e( j)
a,b+ce( j+1)

b,a−c, (12)

c ∈ {1,2, . . . ,n−1}. This is a gln symmetric Hamiltonian, i.e.
[
Hc, ∆

(N)
i (y)

]
= 0,

y∈ gln, i∈ {1,2}, as opposed to the periodic one, which is not gln symmetric. Recall
∆
(N)
i are defined in (10),(11).

Motivated by the case of Lyubashenko’s solution and the suitable twist of gln (see
also [21]) we present in the subsequent section the full theory of quantum algebras
associated to set-theoretic solutions. These are new types of quasi-triangular Hopf
algebras introduced in [20, 22, 24]. The quantum algebras associated to the set-
theoretic solutions of the parametric Yang-Baxter equation were also introduced in
[25].
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5 Set-theoretic quasi-triangular Hopf algebras & Drinfel’d twists

In this section we discuss the Yang-Baxter algebras associated to rack type and
set-theoretic solutions as quasi-triangular Hopf algebras [20, 24]. The Hopf algebra
theory associated to set-theoretic solutions has been developed in [20, 22, 24] (see
also [30] and [3] in connection with pointed Hopf algebras and [49, 4] on Hopf alge-
bras in connection to braces [55]–[57], [39]). The associated universal R-matrices
are also derived in this frame. A full analysis of set-theoretic twists in the Yangian
gln is presented in [20, 21, 26].

We start our analysis with the rack and quandle algebras and the construction of
the associated universal R-matrix. We then extend the algebra to the decorated rack
algebra and via a suitable admissible Drinfel’d twist we construct the corresponding
universal R−matrix. For a more detailed exposition on the proofs presented in this
section the interested reader is referred to [20, 24].

5.1 Rack & quandle algebras

We first define the rack and quandle algebras [24].

Definition 5.1 (Rack algebra) Let (X ,▷) be a finite magma, or such that a▷ is
surjective, for every a ∈ X. We say that the unital, associative algebra A , over
a field k generated by indeterminates 1A (the unit element), qa, q−1

a , ha ∈ A
(ha = hb ⇔ a = b) and relations, a,b ∈ X :

q−1
a qa = qaq−1

a = 1A , qaqb = qbqb▷a, hahb = δa,bha, qbhb▷a = haqb, (1)

is a rack algebra.

Definition 5.2 (Quandle algebra) A rack algebra is called a quandle algebra if
there is a magma (X ,•), such that for all a,b ∈ X , a• : X → X is a bijection and
a•b = b• (b▷a).

The following proposition fully justifies the names rack and quandle algebras.

Proposition 5.3 Let A be a rack algebra, then for all a,b,c ∈ X , c▷ (b▷a) = (c▷
b)▷ (c▷a), and a▷ is bijective, i.e. (X ,▷) is a rack. If A is a quandle algebra, then
in addition, for all a ∈ X , a▷a = a, i.e. (X ,▷) is a quandle.

Proof. We compute haqbqc using the associativity of the rack algebra and due to
invertibility of qa for all a ∈ X we conclude for all a,b,c ∈ X ,

hc▷(b▷a) = h(c▷b)▷(c▷a) ⇒ c▷ (b▷a) = (c▷b)▷ (c▷a).

We assume c▷a = c▷b, then qchc▷a = qchc▷b, by the fourth relation in 1, we get
haqc = hbqc and by the invertibility of qc, ha = hb, hence a = b, i.e. a▷ is bijective
for all a ∈ X and thus (X ,▷) is a rack.
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Moreover, we recall for the quandle algebra a • b = b • (b ▷ a), then for a = b
and by recalling bijectivity and hence left cancellation in (X ,•) we conclude that
a▷a = a for all a ∈ X , i.e. (X ,▷) is a quandle.

Lemma 3. Let c = ∑a∈X ha, then c is a central element of the rack algebra A .

Proof. The proof is direct by means of the definition of the algebra A and Proposi-
tion 5.3. Without loss of generality let c = 1A .

Having defined the rack algebra we are now in the position to identify the asso-
ciated universal R-matrix (solution of the Yang-Baxter equation).

Proposition 5.4 Let A be a rack algebra and R ∈A ⊗A be an invertible element,
such that R = ∑a∈X ha ⊗qa. Then R satisfies the Yang-Baxter equation

R12R13R23 = R23R13R12,

where R12 = ∑a∈X ha ⊗qa ⊗1A , R13 = ∑a∈X ha ⊗1A ⊗qa, and R23 = ∑a∈X 1A ⊗
ha ⊗qa.

Proof. The proof is a direct computation of the two sides of the Yang-Baxter equa-
tion (and use of the fundamental relations (1)):

LHS : ∑
a,b,c∈X

hahb ⊗qahc ⊗qbqc = ∑
a,b,c∈X

ha ⊗qahc ⊗qaqc

= ∑
a,b,c∈X

ha ⊗qaha▷c ⊗qaqa▷c

RHS : ∑
a,b,c∈X

hbha ⊗hcqa ⊗qcqb = ∑
a,b,c∈X

ha ⊗qaha▷c ⊗qcqa,

where we have used that a▷ is bijective. Then due to the basic relation qaqb = qbqb▷a,
we show that LHS=RHS, and this concludes our proof.

Remark 5.5 The universal R−matrix is invertible, in fact, by Lemma 3, ∑a∈X ha =
1A , hence R−1 = ∑a∈X ha ⊗q−1

a .

Remark 5.6 Fundamental representation: Let A be a rack algebra and ρ : A →
End(V ) be the map defined by

qa 7→ ∑
x∈X

ex,a▷x, ha 7→ ea,a, (2)

where (X ,▷) is a rack. Then R 7→ r := ∑a,b∈X eb,b ⊗ ea,b▷a, is the linearized version
of a rack solution of the Yang-Baxter equation. We note that r is invertible, because
a▷ : X → X is a bijection for all a ∈ X, then r−1 = ∑a,b∈X eb,b ⊗ eb▷a,a.

Let P = ∑a,b∈X ea,b⊗eb,a be the permutation (flip) operator, then the solution of
the braid equation is the linearized version of rack solution, ř = Pr = ∑a,b ea,b ⊗
eb,b▷a.
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Note that in the special case where ř is involutive, i.e. ř2 = id, then a▷b = b, for
all a,b ∈ X , which means that the rack algebra (Definition 5.1) becomes a commu-
tative algebra. In this case ř = ∑a,b∈X ea,b ⊗ eb,a, i.e. ř reduces to the permutation
operator, whereas r reduces to the identity

Theorem 5.7 Let A be a quandle algebra (Definition 5.2). Let also R =∑a∈X ha⊗
qa and for all a,b ∈ X , qaqb = qa•b. If (X ,•,e) is a group, then (A ,∆ ,ε,S,R) is a
quasi-triangular Hopf algebra:

• Co-product. ∆ : A → A ⊗A , ∆(q±1
a ) = q±1

a ⊗ q±1
a and ∆(ha) = ∑b,c∈X hb ⊗

hc
∣∣
b•c=a.

• Co-unit. ε : A → k, ε(q±1
a ) = 1, ε(ha) = δa,e.

• Antipode. S : A → A , S(q±1
a ) = q∓1

a , S(ha) = ha∗ , where a∗ is the inverse in
(X ,•) for all a ∈ X .

Proof. It is straightforward to check that ∆ is an algebra homomorphism. Indeed,
this can be explicitly checked via the distributivity condition a ▷ (b • c) = (a ▷ b) •
(a▷ c), which readily follows from, a▷b = a∗ •b•a.

We are now going to show that all the axioms of a quasi-triangular Hopf algebra
hold.

Given the co-products of the generators we have to check co-associativity and
also uniquely derive the counit ε : A → k (homomorphism) and antipode S : A →
A (anti-homomorphism).

(i) Co-associativity.:

(id⊗∆)∆(qa) = (∆ ⊗ id)∆(qa) = qa ⊗qa ⊗qa,

(id⊗∆)∆(ha) = (∆ ⊗ id)∆(ha) = ∑
b,c,d∈X

hb ⊗hc ⊗hd
∣∣
b•c•d=a.

(ii) Counit: (ε ⊗ id)∆(x) = (id⊗ ε)∆(x) = x, for all x ∈ {qa, q−1
a ,ha}.

The generators qa are group-like elements, so ε(qa) = 1, and

∑
a,b∈X

ε(ha)hb = ∑
a,b

haε(hb)
∣∣
a•b=c = hc ⇒ ε(ha) = δa,e. (3)

(iii) Antipode: m
(
(S⊗id)∆(x))=m

(
(id⊗S)∆(x))= ε(x)1A for all x∈{qa, q−1

a ,ha}.
For qa, we immediately have S(qa) = q−1

a and (recall hahb = δa,bha and
∑a∈X ha = 1A )

∑
a,b∈X

S(ha)hb
∣∣
a•b=c = ∑

a,b∈X
haS(hb)

∣∣
a•b=c = δc,e1A ⇒ S(ha) = ha∗ ,

where a∗ is the inverse in (X ,•) for all a∈X . So (A ,∆ ,ε,S) is a Hopf algebra.
(iv) Moreover,
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R13R12 = ∑
a∈X

ha ⊗qa ⊗qa = ∑
a∈X

ha ⊗∆(qa) = (id⊗∆)R, (4)

R13R23 = ∑
a,b∈X

ha ⊗hb ⊗qc
∣∣
a•b=c = ∑

c∈X
∆(hc)⊗qc = (∆ ⊗ id)R. (5)

(v) It is also readily shown from the relations of the rack algebra that

∆
(op)(qa)R = R∆(qa) ∆

(op)(ha)R = R∆(ha), (6)

where ∆ (op) = π ◦∆ , π is the flip map.
We conclude that (A ,∆ ,ε,S,R) is a quasi-triangular Hopf algebra.

5.2 Set-theoretic YB algebras

In this subsection we suitably extend the rack and quandle algebras in order to con-
struct the universal R−matrix associated to general set-theoretic solutions of the
Yang-Baxter equation.

We define the decorated rack and the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter algebras.

Definition 5.8 (Decorated rack algebra.) Let A be a rack algebra (Definition 1).
Let also σa, τb : X → X , and σa be bijective for all a ∈ X. We say that the uni-
tal, associative algebra ˆA over k, generated by indeterminates 1 ˆA ,qa,q−1

a ,ha ∈ A

(ha = hb ⇔ a = b) and wa,w−1
a ∈ ˆA , a ∈ X , and relations, a,b ∈ X :

q−1
a qa = qaq−1

a = 1 ˆA , qaqb = qbqb▷a, hahb = δa,bha, qbhb▷a = haqb,

w−1
a wa = waw−1

a = 1 ˆA , wawb = wσa(b)wτb(a) wahb = hσa(b)wa, waqb = qσa(b)wa

(7)

is a decorated rack algebra.

Lemma 4. Let c=∑a∈X ha, then c is a central element of the decorated rack algebra
ˆA .

Proof. The proof is straightforward by means of the definition of the algebra ˆA .
We consider henceforth, without loss of generality, c = 1 ˆA (see also Lemma 3).

Proposition 5.9 Let ˆA be a decorated rack algebra, then for all a,b,c ∈ X ,

σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)) & σc(b)▷σc(a) = σc(b▷a).

Proof. We compute wawbhc using the associativity of the algebra and the invertibil-
ity of wa for all a ∈ X and we deduce for all a,b,c ∈ X ,

hσσa(b)(στb(a)
(c)) = hσa(σb(c)) ⇒ σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)) = σa(σb(c)).
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We also compute haqbwc, via associativity and the invertibility of qa, wa for all
a ∈ X , we obtain for all a,b,c ∈ X ,

h
σ
−1
c (b)▷σ

−1
c (a) = h

σ
−1
c (b▷a) ⇒ σ

−1
c (b)▷σ

−1
c (a) = σ

−1
c (b▷a),

from the latter it immediately follows, σc(b)▷σc(a) = σc(b▷a).

Definition 5.10 (Set-theoretic Yang-Baxter algebra.) Let A be a quandle algebra.
Let also σa, τb : X → X , and σa be bijective for all a ∈ X . We say that the uni-
tal, associative algebra ˆA over k, generated by indeterminates 1 ˆA ,qa,q−1

a ,ha ∈ A

(ha = hb ⇔ a = b) and wa,w−1
a ∈ ˆA , a ∈ X , and relations, (7) is a set-theoretic

Yang-Baxter algebra.

Proposition 5.11 (Hopf algebra) Let ˆA be a set-theoretic Yang-Baxter algebra,
R = ∑b∈X hb⊗qb and (A ,∆ ,ε,S,R) be the quasi-triangular Hopf algebra of The-
orem 5.7. If for all a,b,x ∈ X ,

σx(a)•σx(b) = σx(a•b), (8)

then,

1. ( ˆA ,∆ ,ε,S) is a Hopf algebra with ∆(wa) = wa ⊗wa, for all a ∈ X .
2. ∆(wa)R = R∆(wa), for all a ∈ X .

Proof. In our proof below we are using the Definition 5.10 and (8).

1. The coproduct ∆ is an algebra homomorphism. It is sufficient to check below
the consistency of all algebraic relations of Definition 5.10 for the correspond-
ing coproducts and (8). Then we have for Yb ∈ {hb, qb} and for all a,b ∈ X ,

∆(wa)∆(wb) = ∆(wσa(b))∆(wτb(a)), ∆(wa)∆(Yb) = ∆(Yσa(b))∆(wa).

Also, wa is a group-like element, thus the counit and antipode are given as:
ε(wa) = 1 and S(wa) = w−1

a . Recall that the coproducts, counits and antipodes
of the generators ha, qa are given in Theorem 5.7.

2. By a direct computation and using the algebraic relations of the Definition 5.10
we conclude for all a ∈ X , ∆(wa)R = R∆(wa).

5.3 Set-theoretic Drinfel’d twist

In this subsection we introduce the universal set-theoretic (or combinatorial)
Drinfel’d twist ([20, 21, 24] (see also, relevant construction in [60, 50]). Using
the twist, we will be able to obtain the universal R-matrix associated with the set-
theoretic Yang-Baxter (YB) algebra.

Before we introduce the set-theoretic twist, we recall a general statement [28].
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Proposition 5.12 (Admissible Drinfel’d twist [28]) Let A be a unital, associative
algebra, F ,R ∈ A ⊗A be invertible elements and R satisfies the Yang-Baxter
equation. Let also F1,23,F12,3 ∈ A ⊗3, such that

1. F23F1,23 = F12F12,3, where recall F12 = F ⊗1A and F23 = 1A ⊗F .
2. F1,32R23 = R23F1,23 and F21,3R12 = R12F12,3.

That is, F is an admissible Drinfel’d twist. Define also RF :=F (op)RF , F (op) =
π(F ) where π : A ⊗A → A ⊗A is the flip map. Then RF also satisfies the
Yang-Baxter equation.

Proof. It is convenient to introduce some handy notation that can be used in the
following. First, let F123 := F12F1,23 = F23F1,23. Let also i, j,k ∈ {1,2,3}, then
F jik = πi j(Fi jk) and Fik j = π jk(Fi jk), where π is the flip map. This notation de-
scribes all possible permutations of the indices 1, 2, 3.

The proof is quite straightforward, [28], we just give a brief outline here. We
first prove that F jikRi jF

−1
i jk = RF

i j , indeed via condition (2) of the proposition the
definition of RF and the notation introduced above we have

F jikRi jF
−1
i jk = F jiF ji,kRi jFi jk = F jiRi jFi j,kF

−1
i jk = RF

i jFi jFi j,kF
−1
i jk = RF

i j .
(9)

Similarly, it is shown that Fik jR jkF
−1
i jk = RF

jk.
Then from the YBE we have,

F321R12R13R23 = F321R23R13R12 ⇒ RF
12R

F
13R

F
23F123 = RF

23R
F
13R

F
12F123.

But F123 is invertible, hence RF indeed satisfies the Yang-Baxter equation.

Below we prove the main theorem on the set-theoretic Drinfel’d twist (see more
details on the proof in [20, 24]).

Theorem 5.13 (Set-theoretic Drinfel’d twist [20, 24]) Let R =∑a∈X ha⊗qa ∈A ⊗
A be the universal rack R−matrix. Let also ˆA be a decorated rack algebra, F ∈

ˆA ⊗ ˆA , such that F = ∑b∈X hb ⊗w−1
b and RF

i j := F jiRi jF
−1
i j , i, j ∈ {1,2,3}. We

also define:

F1,23 := ∑
a∈X

ha ⊗w−1
a ⊗w−1

a =, F ∗
12,3 := ∑

a,b∈X
ha ⊗hσa(b)⊗w−1

b w−1
a . (10)

Let also for every a,b ∈ X , b ▷ a = σb(τσ
−1
a (b)(a)). Then, the following statements

are true:

1. F12F
∗
12,3 = F23F1,23 =: F123.

2. For i, j,k ∈ {1,2,3}: (i) Fik jR jk = RF
jkFi jk and (ii) F jikRi j = RF

i jFi jk.

That is, F is an admissible Drinfel’d twist.

Proof. The proof is straightforward based on the underlying algebra ˆA .
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1. Indeed, this is proved by a direct computation and use of the decorated rack
algebra. In fact, F123 = ∑a,b∈X ha ⊗hbw−1

a ⊗w−1
b w−1

a .
2. Given the notation introduced in the proof of Proposition 5.12 it suffices to show

that F132R23 = RF
23F123 and F213R12 = RF

12F123.
(i) Due to the fact that for all a ∈ X , ∆(wa)R =R∆(wa) (see Proposition 5.11)
we arrive at F1,32R23 = R23F1,23, then

F132R23 = F32F1,32R23 = F32R23F1,23 = RF
23F123.

(ii) By means of the relations of the decorated rack algebra ˆA we compute:

F ∗
21,3R12 = ∑

a,c∈X
ha ⊗qaha▷c ⊗ (wcw

σ
−1
c (a))

−1,

R12F
∗
12,3 = ∑

a,b∈X
ha ⊗qahσa(b)⊗ (wawb)

−1.

Due to the fact that b▷a=σb(τσ
−1
a (b)(a)) and wawb =wσa(b)wτb(a) we conclude

that F ∗
21,3R12 = R12F

∗
12,3 and consequently (recall F213 = F21F

∗
21,3)

F213R12 = F21F
∗
21,3R12 = F21R12F

∗
12,3 = RF

12F123.

Corollary 5.14 Let ˆA be a decorated rack algebra, F ∈ ˆA ⊗ ˆA , such that F =

∑b∈X hb ⊗w−1
b and RF

i j := F jiF
−1
i j , i, j ∈ {1,2,3}. We also define:

F1,23 := ∑
a∈X

ha ⊗w−1
a ⊗w−1

a =, F ∗
12,3 := ∑

a,b∈X
ha ⊗hσa(b)⊗w−1

b w−1
a . (11)

Let also for every a,b ∈ X , σσa(b)(τb(a)) = a. Then, the following statements are
true:

1. F12F
∗
12,3 = F23F1,23 =: F123.

2. For i, j,k ∈ {1,2,3}: (i) Fik j = RF
jkFi jk and (ii) F jik = RF

i jFi jk.

3. RF
12R

F
21 = 1 ˆA ⊗2 , i.e. RF is reversible.

Proof. This is an immediate consequence of Theorem 5.13. RF is reversible by
construction.

We now examine the twisted R−matrix as well as the twisted co-products of the
set-theoretic Yabg-Baxter algebra (see also [20, 22]).

Remark 5.15 (Twisted universal R-matrix) We extract now the explicit expressions
of the twisted universal R−matrix and the twisted coproducts of the algebra. We
recall the admissible twist F = ∑b∈X hb ⊗w−1

b .

• The twisted R−matrix:

RF = F (op)RF−1 = ∑
a,b∈X

hbw−1
a ⊗haqσa(b)wσa(b).
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• The twisted coproducts: ∆F(y) =F∆(y)F−1, y∈ ˆA (in this Remark ˆA denotes
the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter algebra) and we recall, for a ∈ X ,

∆(wa) = wa ⊗wa, ∆(ha) = ∑
b,c∈X

hb ⊗hc
∣∣
b•c=a, ∆(qa) = qa ⊗qa.

Then, the twisted coproducts read as: ∆F(wa) = ∑b∈X hσa(b)wa ⊗wτb(a),

∆F(ha) = ∑b∈X hb ⊗w−1
b hcwb

∣∣
b•c=a, ∆F(qa) = ∑b∈X qaha▷b ⊗w−1

b qawa▷b,

and it immediately follows that RF ∆F(Y ) = ∆
(op)
F (Y )RF , Y ∈ ˆA .

Remark 5.16 Fundamental representation & the set-theoretic solution:
Let ρ : ˆA → End(V ), such that

qa 7→ ∑
x∈X

ex,a▷x, ha 7→ ea,a, wa 7→ ∑
b∈X

eσa(b),b, (12)

then F 7→ F := ∑a,b∈X ea,a ⊗ eσa(b),b and RF 7→ rF := ∑a,b∈X eb,σa(b) ⊗ ea,τb(a),
where we recall that for all a,b,c ∈ X , σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)) = σa(σb(c) and τb(a) :=
σ
−1
σa(b)

(σa(b) ▷ a) and (X ,▷) is a rack (see also [60, 50, 22]). This is the linearized
version of the general set-theoretic solution of the Yang-Baxter equation.

Recall, P = ∑a,b∈X ea,b ⊗ eb,a is the permutation (flip) operator, then the so-
lution of the braid equation is the linearized set-theoretic solution, řF = PrF =

∑a,b∈X ea,σa(b)⊗ eb,τb(a).
In the special case, where the set-theoretic solution of the braid equation is in-

vertible, i.e. (řF)2 = id, then σσa(b)(τb(a)) = a, which leads to a ▷ b = b for all
a,b ∈ X (see also Remark 5.6). That is to say that all involutive set-theoretic ř-
matrices are coming from the permutation operator via the set-theoretic twist, i.e.
řF =FPF−1 (and rF =F(op)F−1) where recall P is the permutation operator and
F = ∑a,b∈X ea,a ⊗eσa(b),b , such that for all a,b,c ∈ X , σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c))
and σσa(b)(τb(a)) = a (see also Corollary 5.14 and [24, 26]).

6 Solutions from Drinfel’d twists

The main aim of this section is the derivation of general invertible solutions of the
set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation via an admissible Drinfel’d twist.

From the analysis of Section 5 we conclude that any admissible set-theoretic
twist satisfies two fundamental conditions, for all a,b,c ∈ X ,
σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)), σσa(b)(τb(a)) = σa(b) ▷ a and (X ,▷) is a rack (see
also Theorem 5.13). It is thus convenient to introduce an alternative definition for
the admissible set-theoretic twist at the fundamental representation (see also Remark
5.16 and a similar definition first introduced in [24]).
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Definition 6.1 Let (X ,▷) be a rack and define F := ∑x,y∈X ex,x ⊗ eσx(y),y, such that
σx : X → X is bijective. F is called an admissible set-theoretic Drinfel’d twist if for
all a,b,c ∈ X (see also Theorem 5.13)

(a) σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)).
(b) σσa(b)(τb(a)) = σa(b)▷a.

Notice that in the involutive case the second condition above becomes σσa(b)(τb(a))=
a for all a,b ∈ X .

6.1 Involutive case

We first focus on the systematic derivation of involutive, set-theoretic solutions of
the braid equation by exploiting the existence of an admissible Drinfel’d twist.

The following useful proposition can be now formulated (see also [56, 57, 23]).

Proposition 6.2 Let (X ,◦,1) be a group and let σa,τb : X → X , such that for all
a,b ∈ X , σa is a bijection, a ◦ b = σa(b) ◦ τb(a) and σσa(b)(τb(a)) = a. Moreover,
define + : X×X →X , such that a+b := a◦σ−1

a (b) and assume that + is associative
and for all a,b,c ∈ X , a◦ (b+ c) = a◦b−a+a◦ c. Then for all a,b,c ∈ X ,

1. (X ,+,◦) is a brace and σa(b) =−a+a◦b.
2. σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a(c)).

Proof.

1. For the proof of (X ,+) being a group we refer the interested reader to [23]
for a step by step constructive approach of the algebraic structure. Then due
to distributivity condition (X ,+,◦) is a skew brace (see the original works on
(skew) braces [55, 56, 57, 39]). To prove that (X ,+,◦) is a brace we need to
show that (X ,+) is an abelian group.
Indeed, from condition σσa(b)(τb(a)) = a and the structure group condition a◦
b = σa(b)◦ τb(a) we obtain for all a,b ∈ X ,

σa(b)−1 ◦a◦b = σ
−1
σa(b)

(a) ⇒ a◦σ
−1
a (b) = b◦σ

−1
b (a) ⇒ a+b = b+a,

i.e. (X ,+) is abelian. We used in the last part of the proof above the definition
a+b := a◦σ−1

a (b).
Moreover, for all a,b ∈ X

a◦σ
−1
a (b) = a+b ⇒ σ

−1
a (b) = a−1 ◦ (a+b)

and

σ
−1
a (σa(b)) = b ⇒ a−1 ◦ (a+σa(b)) = b ⇒ σa(b) =−a+a◦b.
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2. Condition (2) is condition (8) and its proof is given in the proof of Proposition
2.14.

Notice that in Proposition 6.2 we assume a non-standard distributivity condition
as the usual one does not apply (see for more details [23]). Indeed, let us assume
that the usual distributivity condition holds, then

a◦ (1+0) = a ⇒ a◦1+a◦0 = a ⇒ a◦0 = 0 ⇒ a = a◦0−1 = 1, ∀a ∈ X .

The latter statement is false given that we consider sets with not just the unit element
1. In general, when a non-empty set X is equipped with two groups operation ◦
and +, then the non-standard distributivity condition of Proposition 6.2 (or slight
variations of it [23]) applies.

We conclude from Proposition 6.2 that the maps σa(b) and τb(a) provide an invo-
lutive solution ř(a,b) = (σa(b),τb(a)) of the set-theoretic braid equation (Rump’s
solution, Proposition 2.14).

6.2 Non-involutive case

We recall from Section 4 (see also [24]) that invertible, non-involutive, set-theoretic
solutions, which are the main focus of this subsection, are constructed from the
rack-quandle solutions via an admissible Drinfel’d twist.

The following proposition is useful in describing general set-theoretic solutions.

Proposition 6.3 Let σa,τb : X → X , such that for all a,b ∈ X , σa is a bijection and
τb(a) = σ

−1
σa(b)

(σa(b)▷a). Moreover, let (X ,◦,1) be a group, such that for all a,b ∈
X , a◦b = σa(b)◦τb(a) and define • : X ×X → X , such that a•b := a◦σ−1

a (b)◦ξ ,
ξ ∈ X is a fixed element. Then, for all a,b ∈ X ,

1. (a) a•b = b• (b▷a)
(b) a•σa(b) = a◦b◦ξ .

2. Assume that (X ,•) is a group and set a•b =: a+b and ξ = 1.

a. Then, b▷a =−b+a+b, where −b is the inverse of b in (X ,+) (conjugate
quandle), and σa(b) =−a+a◦b.

b. If (X ,+,◦) is a skew brace, then σa(σb(c)) = σσa(b)(στb(a)(c)) and σa(b▷
c) = σa(b)▷σa(c).

Proof.

1. (a) Using the definitions a•b = a◦σ−1
a (b)◦ξ and b▷a = σb(τσ

−1
a (b)(a)) for all

a,b ∈ X , we compute

b•(b▷a)= b•σb(τσ
−1
a (b)(a))= b◦σ

−1
b (σb(τσ

−1
a (b)(a)))◦ξ = b◦τ

σ
−1
a (b)(a))◦ξ .

But due to the condition a◦b= σa(b)◦τb(a) we conclude that a•b= b•(b▷a).
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(b) From the definition of a•b, and the fact that σa is bijection:

a•σa(b) = a◦σ
−1
a (σa(b))◦ξ = a◦b◦ξ .

2. (a) The first part follows immediately from (1) (a). From (1) (b) we immediately
conclude that σa(b) =−a+a◦b.
(b) This is condition (8) and it is shown in the proof of Proposal 2.14.

Notice that the binary operation • such that it satisfies condition (1) (a) in Propo-
sition 6.3 is not uniquely defined (see [24] for a more detailed discussion). How-
ever, based on the definition of the operation • given in Proposition 6.3 we pro-
vide below a classification of non-involutive set-theoretic solutions given a specific
rack/quandle.

In what follows we assume the existence of the map σa : X → X being a bijection
and (X ,◦) is a group.

1. The conjugate quandle. This case corresponds to Part (2) of Proposition 6.3.
Recall that σa satisfies condition (a) of Definition 6.1 and provides a solution
to the Yang-Baxter equation. We also confirm that condition (b) of Definition
6.1 is equivalent to a ◦ b = σa(b) ◦ τb(a). This corresponds to the Guarnieri-
Vendramin solution [39].

2. The affine quandle. We generalize the definition of an affine quandle as fol-
lows. Let f : X → X be a a bijection and

f (−a+b+ c) =− f (a)+ f (b)+ f (c) (1)

for all a,b,c ∈ X . Define also ▷ : X ×X → X , such that b▷a =− f (b)+ f (a)+b
then (X ,▷) is called an affine quandle. Note that, due to condition (1) it is shown
that (X ,▷) is a quandle. We define for all a,b∈X a•b := f (a)+b, and conclude
that f (a)+ b = f (b)+ (b ▷ a). Then we obtain from the definition of σ−1

a of
Proposition 6.3, σ−1

a (b) = a−1 ◦ ( f (a) + b) ◦ ξ−1 and consequently σa(b) =
− f (a)+ a ◦ b ◦ ξ . Note that σa satisfies condition (a) of Definition 6.1 if and
only if

a◦ f (b)−a+ f (a)◦ξ
−1 = σa(b)◦ f (τb(a))−σa(b)+ f (σa(b))◦ξ

−1. (2)

For instance, let (X ,+,◦) be a skew brace and consider f (a) := a◦ z− z, z ∈ X
is a fixed element and ξ = 1, then conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied. We also
confirm that condition (b) of Definition 6.1 is equivalent to a◦b= σa(b)◦τb(a),
(see also [22, 24]).

3. The core quandle. Recall the core quandle. Recall that (X ,+) is a group and
we define for all a,b ∈ X , b ▷ a = b− a+ b. We also define for all a,b ∈ X ,
a•b :=−a+b, then −a+b =−b+(b▷a). Then according to Proposition 6.3
for ξ = 1, σa(b) = a+a◦b. We confirm that σa satisfies condition (a) and (b) of
Definition 6.1. Notice, in particular that σa(σb(c)) = σa◦b(c), for all a,b,c ∈ X ,
if and only if (X ,+,◦) is a brace, i.e. (X ,+) is abelian.
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And with this we conclude our discussion on the derivation of generic solutions of
the set-theoretic Yang-Baxter equation from admissible twists. A more exhaustive
analysis of admissible twists and general set-theoretic solutions in accordance to
Proposition 6.3 will be presented in a forthcoming publication.
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